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itasau-- 7^’ first settlers In the *W 

The Drlnnons were Qf Ire _ 

Community. Themes hrlnnon *» ^ oabln s tood 

land, settled In Edray abou sprlng under the 

ou the bank near the present S raveyard. 

bant has alleys been kno.n as the Erlnnon Sprms * - 

from the cabin .as a favorite eampin S place for Indians, 

„ y stone relics have been found here. Other proof ol 
site Of this cabin .as an old apple orchard, and one tree be¬ 
gins to this day, over a hundred years old and known as the 
arinnon apple. This field is known as the ? iQld Orchard 

no onfl t.ha n+.VlftT 


Field". A part of it belongs to W. L. Pri 


pert to A. R. Gay. 

Early records tell us that Thomas ^rinnon was a 

soldier with General ^ewis in the Battle of Point Pleasant. 

.hen he returned home, he found his cabin in ruins. His 

wife had been killed by the Indians, and his son Charles 

carried into captivity. He was so broken up over his wife’s 
• «. 

icath and the fate of his son that he returned to the army 
ar.d narched beyond the Ohio River. 


At the close of the war he returned to his mountai 

hoe*, but there were no ties to hold him, and he resolved t 

;o-r:.cy to n.e „ 0 5t, and there among savage vtribes searoh r 

hi. U>. t « n . ao ,ith hi. rifl. h. pushed out into th, .1 
dors..., * ,..r , n4 th „. no tlUso of 

«t. tnnt» b.n.,,4 vu „ h . hud f.li.u . vi.ti. or 8uvog ’ 

r.« ... ih.t h . h.d Journoy.d r.r to th. 

■‘zr*’* ^ - —-io- or 
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near Detroit. 


The homewar 


•a journey was begun, 


n d at last 


bo th reaohed home and lived many years 


in 


what is no« Pooehon- 


tas County. 

Jrinnon 
aores that extended from 


owned a large boundary of land, several thou 

Indian Draft to Stony Creek. 

non's Hldge took Its name from the old settler. The "°“ S 

this section long a S o and we know nothing of the descendants 


left 

of these brave pioneers. 

The settlers to follow the Drinnone were the Moores. 

About 1P80 Robert Moore, Sr. moved to Edray rrom the Bridger 
piece on Creenbrler River and settled on the Drinnon holdings. 

He and his boys opened up a fine farm and erected a two story 
brick dwelling—the only brick dwelling in tuo community. 

Robert Moore and his wife lived anu uied in the "brick mansion". 

He was born in 176o and died 1858 aged fliuot^ .yeais. il±i> 
grave wa3 the first in the Edray Graveyard. 

-obert core’s farm was divided among his sons and one daughter. 

. :.e nurses of t..e sons were: lsaao, James, William and Robert, Jr. 
. obert received the old homestead and lived there several years. 

In I>i67 he sold the old home to J. W. Sharp. 

l.oao i oore aettled in the woods just opposite the present site 

or tn* Mrey uhuroh. HI a home waa a hewed log house about six- 

***** by l * rnty roet * t "° “ l °rio a high, shaved.shingle poor 

. 0 . d.ub.d walla, on . 4oor , n4 OM wln4ow ' ln th# f ; rst 

.tor,. In 1.11 . rin. frame hou.a ... .r.ct.d on th> 3Jta or 
\h\» old log house by a. B. Uoore. 

1 AbOUl ‘ 1 ,4r * y Coonti nity awermed with aoldlere 

^ "• r ° b OF — con true ted oemp reve. 


on 

e* • i 
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les from "blob he died ' 
e .j 7P d by measle 
.. be convalesced he was the side or his 

He too was burled in the new S^eyerd 



ii-ipri in this 

Colonel John Balter was an early s ^ ^ 

community* He came here 8b0 ^ 1 ®°°’ ° n oan be found, 

or his family about whom any da in ^ ln Po . 

„ th0 first member of the Baiter faml y 

cahontas County. His home was at Sulphur Sprin g about three 
miles from the Brinnon cabin. He was the first Colonel 
the 127th Regiment. In the organization of the county, he 
was a leader and he held a prominent place in the early his- 
tory of the county. When the county was first formed, he 
administered the oathsof office to the other members of the 
first court in 1822. For many years he was a justice of the 
peace and a member of the Pocahontas County Court. He did 
much in framing business papers and frequently adjusted dis¬ 
putes out of court. His library was the largest and best 
in the cpunty, containing over a hundred volumes. 

About this time there became a popular demand for 
a Constitutional Convention and the assembly in 1827-28 pass¬ 
ed an act providing that vote be taken upon the question. 

rM * r * 8ulted m a large majority in favor of the convention 
end tnat body assembled in Hichmond, Ootober 5, 1829. This 

••• lh ° B ° #t r,Mrtob l* b0(1 y of tnen that had assembled in 
*«r el0 >. elne. wee. There cut lemee -edleon end - am . a Mon¬ 
roe. ox-pr,.Ideate or the United state, end m«„ y other, re- 

°" 4 ' l0 ' ,u ° n09 ' Th * bo4T ,,B8 
rrc the region no . e.b«e^ luMTu^tTor 
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. . Balter representing Pocahontas County- 

.ong these was John ^ Smitlis> 

I other early settlers nere 



Juncans, and Duffields. 

Post Office was established about 1650 

The *dray Post rue 

+ nffice in Pocahontas County. '^ en 
and was the first post office 

looking for a name, Mrs. Eliza Moore, mother ol 

George P. .core, being a great student of the Bible sugge 

She said "Call the post office Edrei, leave 
a Bible name. ^he saia, 

off the el and add ay malting Sdray the name". (Numbers 21-33), 
The name Sdrel means a fortress. In Jos/,ua it is stated 
that Edrei is one of the fenced cities, and that may have 
suggested tne name to Mrs. -oore, for at a very early date 
this little village was a fenced clearing. George P. Moore 


was appointed postmaster in 1856 by President Pierce. He 
was only sixteen years of age when he assumed this responsi¬ 


bility. He served as postmaster until 1885. William Scott 
was appointed postmaster under President Cleveland for some 
tine, and then George P. Moore was appointed again and served 
until nis death in 1922. His service made him the oldest 
postmaster in the United States. He served sixty-four yrs. 


In th. early day. .111a were of great importance 
and .. n„d «... th. nr.t mill was built by Hobart U>ore Sr 
Big ..prlng. Thl. houae we, a hawad log ' ‘ 

l *° “ “° r * hltf,, •Wlpprt with a twenty r „ 

. . »■—>......... 


or *»n country - 


or two 


- - z erin4in8 




-u- _ built near 

, 1X of the community «» 

:hs met see mill water from the same 

- n- «*-jr--- y y ° ar8 ana thiB spot 

Theao mill® community* 

aoutoe. 1,1 center of the 

- - - «■"“* Tlay wss owned and «t ty William 

The firet store m isaao Mo „ eel , 

- - 

wo. eni Henry Barlow, and George 

sat* location. ln the 

The first schools ln the community 

.enters 'homes. The teacher- received free hoard in the 

homes of his pupils and would spend a weeh in the home of one 

pupil and then move on to the next. The first real school 

house wss near in.. George Baxter's home. The house was a 

round log struoture with olapboard roof held in place by press 

poiea. The fire place took up moat of one end of the room. 

It was made of rough stone and the chimney was made of slats 

and cud. For light greased paper was pasted over the cracks. 


♦seta wore made of split logs, holes bored and pins put in 
for legs. The term of Bchool wos three months and the teaoher's 
anlary one dollar a month for oooh pupil. 


The flrat ohuroh in the Kdrny Community was built on 
Creel end oelled Manila Chapel. it is a hewed log 
uullMMt. oraok* clinked and doubad, ehnved ehlngl. roof, aide 

ni cut back.. W. 


yeere a«c tt»e aide faUeriee .ere taken out end the 
M1U4. The beoehea .ere replaced with ohalra. 

M * eloul lOdD end le atlil i n 


building 
This ohuroh 


uee. 






